PUBLISHER'S NOTE
OR the purpose of assisting the reader in recalling the contents of a Book - or if, for any reason, he wishes, in the course of the publication of this work, to refer to events that have gone before - a short summary is appended at the end of each Book. It should be emphasised that these summaries - which serve merely to recall the main incidents - have no other object except that of lightening the task imposed upon the reader's memory. In other words, they should never be read before the Book to which they refer. They will, indeed, convey very little meaning to anybody who has not akeady followed the development of the narrative.
The purpose which these summaries are intended to serve will be supplemented by reference to the " Index of Characters," which will be published from the end of Book Two onwards.
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